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Please cancel claim 1 7 without prejudice to its reentry at some later date. 
1 (Currently Amended) A vinyl polymer 

having at least one group of the general formula (1) at amolecular chain terminus; 

^-CR^CKfr! (1) 
wherein Z represents an oxygen atom, a sulfur atom, a bivalent organic group contarmng 

lt o20carbonatoms,oragroupof^^^^ 

group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R represents a carbonyl group, a direct bond or a bivalent 
organic group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R l and R 2 are the same or different and each 
represents ahydrogen atom or aunivalent organic group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R 
represents a univalent organic group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms. 

2 (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 

wherein R 3 in the general formula (1) comprises a carbon atom, a hydrogen atom and 0 to 
2 oxygen atoms. 

3. (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 2 
wherein R 3 in the general formula (1) is a hydrocarbon group. 

4. (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 

wherein R 3 in the general formula (1) is a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group. 

5. (Withdrawn) The polymer according to Claim 1 

wherein R 3 in the general formula (1) is a substituted or unsubstituted vinyl group. 

6. (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 
wherein the general formula (1) is represented by the general formula (l 1 ) ; 

-O-^CO-CR^CR'R 3 (i') 
wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same or different and each represents a hydrogen atom or a univalent 
organic group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R 3 represents a univalent organic group 
containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms. 
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7 (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 
a hydrogen atom or a methyl group. 

8. (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 
wherein the main chain is a (mew)acrylic polymer. 

9. (Original) The polymer according to Claim 8 whereinthe main chain is an acrylate 
polymer. 

10. (Withdrawn) The polymer according to Claim 1 
wherein the main chain is a styrenic polymer. 

11 . (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 
wherein the main chain is produced by living radical polymerization. 

12. (Original) The polymer according* Claim 11 wherein the main chain is produced 
by atom transfer radical polymerization. 

1 3 (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 12 
wherein a metal complex catalyst for said atom transfer radical polymerization is a 
complex of copper, nickel, ruthemum or iron. 

14. (Original) The polymer according to Claim 13 wherein the metal complex is a 
complex of copper. 

15. (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 wherein the main chain is 
produced by the polymerization using a chain transfer agent 

16. (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 

which is obtained by substituting a compound of the general formula (2) for a terminal 

3 
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halogen group of vinyl polymer having a halogen a»m a. a molecular chain terminus; 
MfOC(0>CR'=CR :! R? (2) 

wherein R' and R 2 are the same or different aad eachrepresente a hydrogen « or a 
univalent organic group containtag 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R ! represents a univalent orgamc group 
containing 1 to 20 carhon atoms; M* represent an alkali metal ion or a quaternary ammonium 



ion. 



17. (Cancelled) 

18 (Previously Presented) The polymer according to Claim 1 
which is obtained by reacting a vinyl polymer having a hydroxy! group at a molecular 
chain terminus with a compound of the general formula (4); 
XC^CR^C^R 3 (4) 

wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same or different and each represents a hydrogen atom or a 
umvalent organic group contaxning 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R 1 represents a univalent organic group 
containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; X represents a chlorine, a bromine or ahydroxyl group. 

19. (Withdrawn) The polymer according to Claim 1 

which is obtainable by reacting a vinyl polymer having a hydroxyl group at a molecular 
chain terminus with a diisocyanate compound and then causing the residual unreacted isocyanato 
group to react with a compound of the general formula (5); 
HO - Q - C (0) CR l «CR 2 R 3 (5) 

wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same or different and each represents a hydrogen atom or a univalent 
organic group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R 1 represents a univalent organic group 
containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; Q represents a bivalent organic group containing 2 to 20 carbon 
atoms. 

20. (Withdrawn) The polymer according to Claim 1 
which is obtainable by reacting a vinyl polymer (IT) having a silanol group at least one 
molecular chain terminus with a silicon compound of the general formula (6); 
X'SiR'VG-C^CR'-CR'R 3 (6) 
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wherein R 1 and R* are the same or different and each represent a hydrogen atom or a umvalen. 
organic group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms; R> represent, a univalent orgamc group 
containing , to 20 carbon atoms; R» represent, » hydrocarton group containing 1 to 14 carbon 

may be the same or different; X' represents ahydrolysable group; G represents an oxyalkylene 



group containing 1 to 4 carbon atoms 



21 . (Withdrawn) The polymer according to Claim 20 wherein G in the general formula 

(6) is -CH 2 0- } -CH 2 CH 2 0-, -CH 2 CH 2 CH 2 0- or -<H 2 CH (CH 3 ) CH 2 0- 

22 (Withdrawn) The polymer according to Claim 20 

wherein the silanol group of the vinyl polymer (ID is represented by the general formula 

(7) ; 

- [SKtfMOHfcO],. - Si(RVa(OH)a (?) 

wherein R s and R 6 are the same or different and each represents an alkyl group containing 1 to 
20 carbon atoms, an aryl group containing 6 to 20 carbon atoms, an aralkyl group contaimng 7 to 
20 carbon atoms, or a triorganosiloxy group of the formula (R^Si-, where R' represents a 
univalent hydrocarbon group containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms and the three R' groups may be the 
same or different; when R 5 or R* occurs in me number of 2 or more, the plurality of groups may 
be the same or different; arepresents 0, 1,2 or 3; b represents 0, 1 or 2; mis an integer of 0 to 
19; with the condition that the relation of a + mb Ssl is satisfied. 

23. (Withdrawn ) The polymer according to Claim 22 wherein m in the general formula 
(7) is equal to 0. 

24. (Withdrawn ) The polymer according to Claim 20 

wherein the vinyl polymer (H) is obtainable by subjecting a vinyl polymer having at least 
one alkenyl group at a terminus to hydrosilylation reaction with a silicon compound having both 
a hydrolyzable group linked to a silicon atom and a hydrosilyl group 

and then hydrolyzing the hydrolyzable group linked to the silicon atom for conversion to 

a silanol group. 
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25 (Withdrawn) The polymer according to Claim 24 wherein the silicon compound 
having both a hydroly*able group linked to a silicon atom and a hydrosilyl group is 
chlorodimethylsilane. 

26. (Withdraw) Arable composition comprising the polymer according to Claim 1. 

27. (Withdrawn) The curable composition according to Claim 26 
which comprises a photopolymerization initiator 

and is capable of curing on exposure to light or an electron beam. 

28. (Withdrawn) The curable composition according to Claim 26 
which comprises a thermal polymerization initiator 

and is capable of curing on heating. 

29. (Withdrawn) The curable composition according to Claim 26 
comprising a monomer and/or oligomer having a radical-polymerizable group. 

30. (Withdrawn) The curable composition according to Claim 29 
wherein the radical-polymerizable group is an acrylic functional group. 

3 1 (Withdrawn) The curable composition according Claim 30 

wherein the monomer and/or oligomer having said acrylic functional group has a number 
average molecular weight of not more than 2000. 

32. (New) The vmyl polymer accorrtng to ^ 

the general formula (1) is 1 .1 to 5 on the average per mole of the polymer. 

33. (New) The vinyl polymer according to claim 1, wherein the molecular weight 
distribution is less 1.8. 



6 
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